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SUBJECT: BOTSWANA NATIONAL TRADE FAIR 

REF: A. MASERU 432-U 

B. USIAC 9667 TO MASERU 

PASS USIA/IAA FOR MCGINLEY FROM THE AMBASSADOR 

1. THERE SEEMS TO BE FUNDAMENTAL CONFUSION ABOUT THE NATURE 
OF THE BOTSWANA NATIONAL TRADE FAIR AND ABOUT NATURE AND 
EXTENT OF APPROPRIATE U.S. PARTICIPATION, AND I SOLICIT YOUR 
ASSISTANCE IN CLARIFYING THESE ISSUES. THE FAIR IS THE MAIN 

CIVIC EVENT OF THE YEAR IN GABORONE; LAST YEAR IT ATTRACTED OVER 
35,000 PEOPLE INCLUDING NUMEROUS FORIEGN DIGNITARIES. BOOTSWANA 
DAILY NEWS OF APRIL 30 CARRIED AN ARTICLE ON THIS YEAR'S FAIR 
STATING THAT "LARGER CROWDS" THAN LAST YEAR ARE EXPECTED AND 
THAT "MANY LOCAL AND FORIEGN EXHIBITORS HAVE BEEN INVITED TO 
PARTICIPATE". PRESIDENT KHAMA, AS USUAL, WILL OPEN FAIR. 

2. RESPONSES TO OUR REPEATED REQUESTS FOR HELP HAVE NOT BEEN 
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OF THIS KIND IN GABORONE, WITH BRITISH, ZAMBIANJN TANZANIAN AND 
SWAZI PARTICIPATION DEFINITE. THE FAIR COORDINATOR HAS TOLD 
EMBASSY THAT EXTERNAL AFFAIRS HAS CONTACTED OTHER EMBASSIES 
ABOUT PARTICIPATION, INCLUDING NEWLY ESTABLISHED PRC DIPLOMATIC 
MISSION. WE HAVE COMMITTED FOR RENTAL OF PAVILLION ON THE MAIN 
SQUIRE OF THE FAIR GROUNDS AND HAVE BEGUN LINING UP U.S. FIRMS 
TO PARTICIPATE. MEMBERS OF USDOC RAILROAD TRADE MISSION WERE 
VERY ENTHUSIASTIC IN THEIR DESIRE TO PARTICIPATE IN FAIR AND SOME 
WILL BE SENDING BROCHURES AND WORKING MODELS. 

3. WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND RATIONALE BEHIND STATEMENT IN USIA 9667 
THAT ANY QTE USIS EXHIBIT SHOULD BE CLEARLY MARKED "UNITED 
STATES INFORMATION SERVICE" OR "AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER" TO 
AVOID ANY POSSIBLE IMPRESSION IT IS AMERICAN OR USG NATIONAL 
EXHIBIT UNQTE. IRRESPECTIVE OF THE NUANCES, ANY VISITOR TO THE 
FAIR WHO SEES A USIS EXHIBIT, EITHER WITHIN OR SEPARTATE FROM 
U.S. PAVILLION, WILT. ASSUME THE EXHIBIT IS "AMERICAN". IT IS 

NOT POSSIBLE OR DESIRABLE TO TRY TO CREATE A DIFFERENT IMPRESSION. 

4. PARA 3 OF USIA 9667 SAYS THAT USIS FUNDS ARE NOT TO BE 

USED FOR RENTAL OF SPACE. WE LOOK UPON USIS AS INTEGRAL PART 
TO OUR TOTAL MISSION IN BLS STATES, AND DO NOT UNDERSTAND 
NECESSITY FOR "SEPARATE" EXHIBITS OR ATTITUDE ON SHARING RENTAL COSTS 
OF PAVILLION. EMBASSY HAS NO PLANS TO CONSTRUCT USIS EXHIBIT 
ELSEWHERE ON FAIR OROUNDS. IF THERE IS TO BE USIS EXHIBIT, IT 
WILL BE WITHIN U.S. PAVILLION. WITH SOME COOPERATION, WE COULD 
YET MAKE SUCCESS OF AMERICAN PARTICIPATION IN THIS MAJOR NATIONAL 
EVENT. IT SEEMS PAINFULLY OBVIOUS THAT ADVERSE COMPARISONS WILL 
BE DRAWN IF NEWLY ARRIVED PRC AS WELL AS TINY SWAZILAND CAN 
AFFORT TO PARTICIPATE AND WE CANNOT. 

5. WE WOULD BE MOST GRATEFUL IF YOU WOULD GIVE THIS MATTER 

YOU CLOSE PERSONAL ATTENTION AND GIVE US THE SUPPORT AND FLEXIBILITY 
WE NEED TO ACHIEVE OUR IMMEDIATE FAIR OBJECTIVES OF EXCHANGING 
USG PUBLIC RELATIONS IMAGE IN BOTSWANA, DEMONSTRATING OUR 
INTERST IN EXPANDING TRADE AND INVESTMENT, STIMULATING BOTSWANA 
INTEREST IN AMERICAN TECHNOLOGY AND GENERALLY STRENGTHENING OUR 
BILATERAL RELATIONS. WE SEE THESE OBJECTIVES AS MUTUALLY REINFORCING 
AND WOULD VERY MUCH APPRECIATE YOUR HELP. 

BOLEN 
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